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The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is 
to improve student learning.

Seven fundamental principles. Teachers use practices and 
procedures that:

◦ are fair, transparent, and equitable for all students;

◦ support all students, including those with special education needs, 
those who are learning the language of instruction (English or 
French), and those who are First Nation, Métis, or Inuit;

◦ are carefully planned to relate to the curriculum expectations and 
learning goals and, as much as possible, to the interests, learning 
styles and preferences, needs, and experiences of all students;

…cont’d



◦ are communicated clearly to students and parents at the 
beginning of the school year or course and at other appropriate 
points throughout the school year or course;

◦ are ongoing, varied in nature, and administered over a period of 
time to provide multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate 
the full range of their learning;

◦ provide ongoing descriptive feedback that is clear, specific, 
meaningful, and timely to support improved learning and 
achievement; 

◦ develop students’ self-assessment skills to enable them to assess 
their own learning, set specific goals, and plan next steps for their 
learning. 









 The ongoing process of gathering and 
interpreting evidence about student 
learning for the purpose of determining 
where students are in their learning, where 
they need to go, and how best to get 
there. (Growing Success)

Assessment “for” Learning directly 
answers my question :   

     
“How can I help my students do 

better tomorrow?”



 The process of developing and supporting 
student metacognition. Students are 
actively engaged in this assessment 
process, that is they monitor their own 
learning; (Growing Success)

Assessment “as” Learning directly 
answers the student’s question :   

     

“How can I do better tomorrow?”



 First weeks of the semester
  -  establishing a positive classroom dynamic
  -  laying the groundwork for assessment
  -  starting a math talk learning community

 Who are my students? How do they learn?

 The big ideas  - What do I want them to know? 
 
 -  How will I know what they know?

  -  How will I help them to move forward? 
  -  Evaluation: determining a mark from my
       assessments



Graffiti - 5 Processes

Find out what 
they think!

Fin
d out w

hat 

they 
know!
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Pose a question:  What did you learn from 
today’s activity?  What are you still wondering 
about?





 Anticipation Guide
  
 Instructions
 Check Agree or Disagree, in ink, in the Before category beside 

each statement before you start the Growing Dilemma task. 
 Compare your choice with your partner.
 Revisit your choices at the end of the investigation.

Before Statement After
Agree Disagree Agree Disagree

    1. If you double the length of a square, then the 
perimeter also doubles.

   

    2. If you double the length of a square, then the 
area also doubles.

   

    3. If you double the length of a square, then the 
length of the diagonal also doubles.

   

Before Statement After



http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=5j8AfDeX7c89GM&tbnid=G1ZbtELirKuvqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.stacyblackman.com/2011/01/12/clickers-in-the-classroom-at-columbia-business-school/&ei=IzJZU4nLBMac2QX-_IDIDQ&psig=AFQjCNE9XHtju5iNrS-O6AWshI0LRaHNOw&ust=1398440853527666
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=L-2GTM2nFvZz8M&tbnid=YYbLijTEDxyQ1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.cherylsclassroomtips.com/2012_03_01_archive.html&ei=ZDJZU_KiFdOu2gW024GoAQ&psig=AFQjCNHXgTFLy3u8WGw5fAffWbfTPxXNdQ&ust=1398440909053006


 Learning Goals are posted and checked
 Success criteria are created, posted, and checked
 Thumbs up/sideways/down

 Fist of five

 Practice assessments –tests, tasks, journals



 Teaching with manipulatives
   means assessing with
    manipulatives 

 Teaching with technology 
   means assessing with 
   technology 



 The process of collecting and interpreting 
evidence for the purpose of summarizing 
learning at a given point in time, to make 
judgments about the quality of student 
learning …to assign a value to represent 
that quality. (Growing Success)

Assessment “of” Learning directly 
answers my question :   

     
“How can I communicate my 

students’ achievement?”



 Students need a variety of ways to show you 
what they know and can do



 Students need a variety of ways to show you 
what they know and can do







 In the beginning with the change in curriculum:
◦ Worked hard to understand and use the categories of 

the achievement chart – on my own, with my 
department, with other teachers, as well as 
attending/presenting many workshops on assessment

 Our department focus on the “Communication” 
and “Thinking” categories: we tried same tasks, 
we used rubrics and marked some tasks 
together, created summative tasks for each 
grade to move away from such heavy emphasis 
on tests and the final exam



 Shared what I was learning and doing with others
 Through my board I helped facilitate a 

Professional Learning Community with a focus on 
Assessment for teachers from 7-12 where we 
shared ideas, tried new ways of assessing, shared 
the results and learned together

 Leader of my school assessment committee 
 Invited visitors into my class to observe what I 

was trying to accomplish – this helped to clarify 
my thinking and made me very reflective about 
my assessment practices
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