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T H E  F I E L D S  I N S T I T U T E

The aim of this workshop is to bring 
together researchers in the fields 
of rigidity theory and mathematics 
education to make models, share 
research using or inspired by models, 
and reflect on pedagogical elements 
of model-making and model-use. 
The workshop is inspired by the 
distinguished career of Professor 
Walter Whiteley who has made 
important contributions to both 
discrete geometry and mathematics 
education, and whose passion for the use of models informs his research 
in both fields. Through this conference we hope to both celebrate the 
contributions and directions of his work, while also pushing forward to 
explore the new frontiers of these research disciplines.

The first part of the workshop will bring together leading experts in the 
field of rigidity theory to share new research and work on open problems. 
The second part of the workshop will focus on key issues in education 
research and practice that connect to the mathematical content and 
thinking processes inherent in rigidity theory, with specific attention 
to visual and spatial reasoning in and for school and post-secondary 
mathematics. All attendees are warmly invited to participate in both parts 
of the workshop. 
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